as supporting electrolyte, a platinum disc working electrode, a Pt wire counter electrode and a Ag/AgCl reference electrode were used. Potentials are quoted versus the ferrocene-ferrocenium couple (0.0 V), and all potentials were referenced to internal ferrocene added at the end of each experiment. All solutions were continuously degassed for ten minutes by nitrogen bubbling, before the C.V. experiments were performed and a flow of nitrogen was maintained over the solution for the duration of the experiments.
Synthesis of 1 and 2
7,9-diphenyl-cyclopenta[a]acenaphtylene-8-one (500 mg, 1.40 mmol) and benzophenone (600 mg, 3.29 mmol) were heated at 190 ºC under nitrogen for 4.5 h. The crude product was dissolved in CH 2 Cl 2 and subjected to column chromatography on silica. Elution with hexane: CH 2 Cl 2 (3:2) removed any unreacted starting materials and two compounds were isolated as red and orange powders respectively. The products were recrystallised from hexane. 
